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we all come from different 
places on this

the holy spirit



the spirit's promise and purpose 
goes beyond gifts and powers.

the holy spirit

the holy spirit is really about 
closeness with god.



who is the holy spirit? 
what was the spirit doing in OT? 
what was the spirit doing in NT? 
What is the spirit doing today?

the holy spirit



the holy spirit is scary, 
maybe even deadly if you 
aren’t very careful.  
Better to focus on 
angels, or on jesus.

holy spirit 
pop quiz

1. False



The holy spirit is 
available in larger 
doses in louder, rowdy 
churches.

holy spirit 
pop quiz

2 False



when i am having a good 
day, i have the holy spirit 
in my life. When i’m in a 
bad mood, or when i sin, i 
don’t.

holy spirit 
pop quiz

3 False



the holy spirit is too 
holy for me. But some 
people, like billy graham 
or mother theresa seem 
to have a lot of him.

holy spirit 
pop quiz

4 False



the holy spirit likes you 
better if you have a dove 
symbol on your car, or 
shout “AMEN!” a lot, or 
go to one of those “holy 
roller” churches.  If i’m 
a shy episcopalian, i may 
be out of luck.

holy spirit 
pop quiz

5 False



not an abstract concept

who is the holy spirit?



he knows the things of god 
he has a mind 

he teaches people 
he can be offended

the holy spirit is a person



he loves 
he distributes spiritual gifts

the holy spirit is a person





present in particular people for specific 
reasons in old testament 

present in bodily form in jesus 
now living inside all believers

the holy spirit is 
god’s presence





John 14:16-17 
I will ask the Father, and he will 

give you another Counselor to be 
with you forever- the Spirit of 

truth.





active part of creation 
changed history through chosen people

the holy spirit: 
creation to christ



joseph 
joshua 
daniel 

nehemiah

samson 
saul

empowered withdrawn
“selective indwelling”



active part of creation 
changed history through chosen people

the holy spirit: 
creation to christ

spoke eternal truth thru writers and 
prophets



2 Samuel 23:2 
The Spirit of the Lord 
speaks through me;  

his words are upon my tongue.  



Matthew 22:43 
Then why does David, speaking 

under the inspiration of the Spirit, 
call the Messiah ‘my Lord’?



2 Peter 1:21 
Prophecy never had its origin in 
the will of man, but men spoke 
from God as they were carried 

along by the Holy Spirit.





the spirit conceived a miracle

the holy spirit: 
the lifetime of christ



Luke 1:35 
The Holy Spirit will come upon 
you, and the power of the Most 

High will overshadow you. So the 
baby to be born will be holy, and 
he will be called the Son of God.



the spirit conceived a miracle 
the spirit empowered jesus to minister

the holy spirit: 
the lifetime of christ



Luke 3:21-22 
One day when the crowds were 

being baptized, Jesus himself was 
baptized. As he was praying, the 

heavens opened, and the Holy 
Spirit, in bodily form, descended 

on him like a dove.



Luke 4:18-19 
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,  
for he has anointed me to bring 

Good News to the poor.



Luke 4:18-19 
He has sent me to proclaim that 

captives will be released,  
that the blind will see,  

that the oppressed will be set free,  
and that the time of the 
Lord’s favor has come.”  



the spirit conceived a miracle 
the spirit empowered jesus to minister 

the spirit was promised by jesus

the holy spirit: 
the lifetime of christ



John 14:16-17 
And I will ask the Father, and he 
will give you another Advocate, 
who will never leave you. He is 

the Holy Spirit, who leads into all 
truth.



John 14:16-17 
The world cannot receive him, 

because it isn’t looking for him and 
doesn’t recognize him. But you 

know him, because he lives with 
you now and later will be in you.” 





the spirit filled the disciples at pentecost

the holy spirit: 
the early church



Acts 2:2-4 
Suddenly, there was a sound from 

heaven like the roaring of a mighty 
windstorm, and it filled the house 

where they were sitting.



Acts 2:2-4 
Then, what looked like flames or 

tongues of fire appeared and 
settled on each of them.



Acts 2:2-4 
And everyone present was filled 

with the Holy Spirit and began 
speaking in other languages, as 

the Holy Spirit gave them this 
ability. 



the spirit filled the disciples at pentecost

the holy spirit: 
the early church



the spirit filled the disciples at pentecost 
he empowered christians to spread the 

gospel around the world

the holy spirit: 
the early church



power 
understanding 

comfort 
guidance 

inspiration

the holy spirit: 
the early church





key terms

the holy spirit: 
at work today



pentecost 
the jewish harvest festival, 

the NT arrival of the holy spirit

the holy spirit: 
at work today



charismatic 
from greek word charisma, “annointing.” 
the holy spirit anoints the believer with 

presence and power

the holy spirit: 
at work today



spirit-filled 
the unhindered presence of the holy spirit 

in the christian’s life

the holy spirit: 
at work today



cessationist 
one who believes the apostolic and “sign 

gifts” of the holy spirit have ceased

the holy spirit: 
at work today



continualist 
one who believes the apostolic and “sign 

gifts” of the holy spirit continue 
unhindered into the present

the holy spirit: 
at work today



he is the initiator 

the holy spirit: 
at work today



John 16:8 
When he comes, he will convict 
the world of guilt in regard to sin 

and righteousness and judgement.



he is the initiator

the holy spirit: 
at work today



he is the initiator 
he is the family name

the holy spirit: 
at work today



1 Corinthians 12:13 
We were all baptized by one Spirit 

into one body- whether Jews or 
Greeks, slave or free.



he is the initiator 
he is the family name

the holy spirit: 
at work today



he is the initiator 
he is the family name 

he is the eternal guarantee

the holy spirit: 
at work today



2 Corinthians 1:21-22 
He has identified us as his own by 

placing the Holy Spirit in our 
hearts as the first installment that 

guarantees everything he has 
promised us. 



he is the initiator 
he is the family name 

he is the eternal guarantee

the holy spirit: 
at work today



he is the initiator 
he is the family name 

he is the eternal guarantee 
he is the change maker

the holy spirit: 
at work today



2 Corinthians 1:21-22 
Once we, too, were foolish and 

disobedient. We were misled and 
became slaves to many lusts and 
pleasures. Our lives were full of 

evil and envy, and we hated each 
other. 



2 Corinthians 1:21-22 
But—“When God our Savior 

revealed his kindness and love, he 
saved us, not because of the 

righteous 
things we had done, 

but because of his mercy.



2 Corinthians 1:21-22 
He washed away our sins, giving 

us a new birth and new life 
through the Holy Spirit. He 

generously poured out the Spirit 
upon us through Jesus Christ our 

Savior.



he is the initiator 
he is the family name 

he is the eternal guarantee 
he is the change maker

the holy spirit: 
at work today



he is the initiator 
he is the family name 

he is the eternal guarantee 
he is the change maker 
he is the inside source

the holy spirit: 
at work today



1 Corinthians 3:16 
Don’t you realize that all of you 
together are the temple of God 

and that the Spirit of God lives in 
you?



Romans 8:9-11 
But you are not controlled by your 

sinful nature. You are controlled by 
the Spirit if you have the Spirit of 

God living in you. (And remember 
that those who do not have the 
Spirit of Christ living in them 
do not belong to him at all.)



Romans 8:9-11 
And Christ lives within you, so 
even though your body will die 

because of sin, the Spirit gives you 
life because you have been made 
right with God. The Spirit of God, 
who raised Jesus from the dead, 

lives in you.



he is the teacher 
he is the worship leader 

he is the nature of christ 
he is the wisdom of god 

he is the comfort of heaven

the holy spirit: 
at work today





what about the 
baptism of the 

holy spirit?





Acts 1:5, 8 
John baptized with water, but you 

will be baptized with the Holy 
Spirit not many days from now.” 



Acts 1:5, 8 
But you will receive power when 

the Holy Spirit has come upon you, 
and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the end of the 

earth.”





Acts 2:2-4 
 And suddenly there came from 

heaven a sound like a mighty 
rushing wind, and it filled the 
entire house where they were 

sitting.



Acts 2:2-4 
And divided tongues as of fire 

appeared to them and rested on 
each one of them. And they were 
all filled with the Holy Spirit and 

began to speak in other tongues as 
the Spirit gave them utterance. 





Acts 10:44-48 
While Peter was still saying these 

things, the Holy Spirit fell on all 
who heard the word.



Acts 10:44-48 
And the believers from among the 
circumcised who had come with 
Peter were amazed, because the 
gift of the Holy Spirit was poured 

out even on the Gentiles.



Acts 10:44-48 
For they were hearing them 

speaking in tongues and extolling 
God.  

Then Peter declared, “Can anyone 
withhold water for baptizing these 

people, who have received the 
Holy Spirit just as we have?”



Acts 10:44-48 
And he commanded them to be 

baptized in the name of Jesus 
Christ. 





Acts 8:14-17 
Now when the apostles at 

Jerusalem heard that Samaria had 
received the word of God, they 

sent to them Peter and John, who 
came down and prayed for them 
that they might receive the Holy 

Spirit,



Acts 8:14-17 
for he had not yet fallen on any of 

them, but they had only been 
baptized in the name 

of the Lord Jesus.



Acts 8:14-17 
Then they laid their hands on them 
and they received the Holy Spirit. 





Acts 19:1-6 
And it happened that while 
Apollos was at Corinth, Paul 

passed through the inland country 
and came to Ephesus. There he 

found some disciples.



Acts 19:1-6 
And he said to them, “Did you 

receive the Holy Spirit when you 
believed?” And they said, “No, we 
have not even heard that there is a 

Holy Spirit.”



Acts 19:1-6 
And he said,  

“Into what then were you 
baptized?”  

They said, “Into John’s baptism.”  
And Paul said, “John baptized with 
the baptism of repentance, telling 
the people to believe in the one 

who was to come after him, that is, 



Acts 19:1-6 
On hearing this, they were 

baptized in the name of the Lord 
Jesus. And when Paul had laid his 

hands on them, the Holy Spirit 
came on them, and they began 

speaking in tongues 
and prophesying.





acts
descriptive
prescriptive

is

not





not taught anywhere in the new 
testament

five reasons i am 
not a fan



acts 1:5-8 
Jesus promised the holy spirit would bring 

power to evangelize the world

five reasons i am 
not a fan



9 conversion stories in acts… only one 
with the “two-step” process

five reasons i am 
not a fan



no bible, new people groups

five reasons i am 
not a fan



1 corinthians 12:27-30

five reasons i am 
not a fan



1 Corinthians 12:27-30 
Now you are the body of Christ 
and individually members of it. 



1 Corinthians 12:27-30 
And God has appointed in the 
church first apostles, second 
prophets, third teachers, then 
miracles, then gifts of healing, 
helping, administrating, and 

various kinds of tongues. 



1 Corinthians 12:27-30 
Are all apostles? Are all prophets? 

Are all teachers? Do all work 
miracles? Do all possess gifts of 

healing? Do all speak with 
tongues? Do all interpret?



1 Corinthians 12:27-30 
But earnestly desire the higher 

gifts.  
And I will show you a still more 

excellent way.  





experience 
vs. 

doctrine



Acts 19:1-6 
And he said to them, “Did you 

receive the Holy Spirit when you 
believed?” And they said, “No, we 
have not even heard that there is a 

Holy Spirit.”


