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salvation



election vs free will
“If you elect the socialists, 
you lose all your free will” 

-Dan Farnham, jr





in my salvation should bring 
comfort and strength to me

god’s choice
&glory to him





f r e e  w i l l



2 Peter 3:9 
The Lord is not slow about His 

promise, as some count slowness, 
but is patient toward you, not 

wishing for any to perish but for all 
to come to repentance



1 Timothy 2:3-4 
God our Savior… desires all 

people to be saved and to come to 
the knowledge of the truth.





p r e d e s t i n a t i o n



1 Peter 1:2 
God the Father knew you and 

chose you long ago, and his Spirit 
has made you holy. As a result, 
you have obeyed him and have 
been cleansed by the blood of 

Jesus Christ. 



Ephesians 1:4 
Even before he made the world, 

God loved us and chose us in 
Christ to be holy and without fault 

in his eyes.
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First, then, when they inquire into 
predestination, let them remember 

that they are penetrating into the 
recesses of the divine wisdom, 
where he who rushes forward 

securely and confidently, instead 
of satisfying his curiosity will enter 

in inextricable labyrinth.



For it is not right that man should 
with impunity pry into things 

which the Lord has been pleased 
to conceal within himself, and scan 
that sublime eternal wisdom which 
it is his pleasure that we should not 
apprehend but adore, that therein 
also his perfections may appear.



Those secrets of his will, which he 
has seen it meet to manifest, are 

revealed in his word- revealed in 
so far as he knew to be conducive 

to our interest and welfare. 
-John Calvin, Institutes of the Christian Religion, 

Book 3, Chapter 21, Section 1





calvinist teaching
total depravity 

unconditional election 
limited atonement 
irresistible grace 

perseverance of saints



calvinist teaching
total depravity 

unconditional election 
limited atonement 
irresistible grace 

perseverance of saints



arminian teaching
Human free will 

conditional election 
universal atonement 

resistible grace 
fall from grace



a r m i n i a n

Human free will 
conditional election 
universal atonement 

resistible grace 
fall from grace

c a l v i n i s t

total depravity 
unconditional election 

limited atonement 
irresistible grace 

perseverance of saints



a r m i n i a n

methodist 
anglican 
baptists

c a l v i n i s t

Presbyterian 
lutheran 

episcopalian 
baptists



a r m i n i a n

Human free will 
conditional election 
universal atonement 

resistible grace 
fall from grace

c a l v i n i s t

total depravity 
unconditional election 

limited atonement 
irresistible grace 

perseverance of saints





Romans 8:28-30 
And we know that for those who 

love God all things work together 
for good, for those who are called 

according to his purpose.



Romans 8:28-30 
For those whom he foreknew he 

also predestined to be conformed 
to the image of his Son, in order 

that he might be the firstborn 
among many brothers.



Romans 8:28-30 
And those whom he predestined 

he also called, and those whom he 
called he also justified, and those 

whom he justified he also 
glorified. 





John 17:6 
I have manifested your name to 

the people whom you gave me out 
of the world. Yours they were, and 

you gave them to me…



John 17:9-10 
I am praying for them. I am not 

praying for the world but for those 
whom you have given me, for they 
are yours. All mine are yours, and 
yours are mine, and I am glorified 

in them.





Romans 9:11-13 
though they were not yet born and 
had done nothing either good or 

bad—in order that God’s purpose 
of election might continue, not 

because of works but because of 
him who calls



Romans 9:11-13 
She (Sarah) was told, “The older 
will serve the younger.” As it is 

written, “Jacob I loved, but Esau I 
hated.” 





Ephesians 1:12 
She (Sarah) was told, “The older 
will serve the younger.” As it is 

written, “Jacob I loved, but Esau I 
hated.” 





2 Thessalonians 2:13 
But we ought always to give thanks 
to God for you, brothers beloved 
by the Lord, because God chose 
you as the firstfruits to be saved, 

through sanctification by the Spirit 
and 

belief in the truth.





1 Peter 1:1-2 
Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ,  
To those who are elect exiles of 

the Dispersion… according to the 
foreknowledge of God the 

Father…





Revelation 13:7-8 
…all who dwell on earth will 

worship it, (the beast) everyone 
whose name has not been written 
before the foundation of the world 
in the book of life of the Lamb who 

was slain.





doesn’t this make us 

robots?
god is a personal god  
in relationship with 
personal creatures



does that invalidate 

evangelism?

How would paul answer that? 



does that invalidate 

evangelism?
Acts 18:9-10 

And the Lord said to Paul one night in a 
vision, “Do not be afraid, but go on 

speaking and do not be silent, for I am 
with you, and no one will attack you to 
harm you, for I have many in this city 

who are my people.”



Matthew 23:37 
O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, killing the 

prophets and stoning those who 
are sent to you! How often would I 

have gathered your children 
together as a hen gathers her 

brood under her wings, and you 
would not!



Romans 10:14-15, 17 
How then will they call on him in 
whom they have not believed? 
And how are they to believe in 
him of whom they have never 

heard? And how are they to hear 
without someone preaching? And 
how are they to preach unless they 

are sent?



Romans 10:14-15, 17 
So faith comes from hearing, and 

hearing through the word of 
Christ. 





who is in 
charge?



god is big enough for

both/and
either/or

we are stuck in



resources
systematic theology wayne grudem 

tulip john piper -desiringgod.org 
chosen, but free norm geisler 

the difficult doctrine of the love of god 
d.a. carson

http://desiringgod.org

